2025- JULY 2026 Urban spaces and rurality in the face of climate change

The question of urban spaces and rurality, urbanity and its link with the territory pose
challenges at multiple levels of unusual complexity. We are aware of the challenges facing
contemporary urbanism, land use planning and management, land-use control, new
commons, construction, management of extreme events; we are aware of the need to
transform waste management, in particular how to avoid the final disposal of those
already generated through the drive for a circular economy, and mobility; Urban security,
the functioning of local democracies, citizen participation in local decision-making, the
role of cities in the federal system, museums, cultural heritage and street art are other
aspects that deserve attention. At the same time, the problems of transition zones
between city and rural areas, rural history and cultural heritage, health in rural areas,
virtuality and rurality, pollution and over -exploitation of nature, challenges of
agricultural production, territorial planning and its impact on rurality, energy
infrastructures, water basin management,the transformations of rural work, among many
other aspects, challenge us. Perhaps most of these aspects involving challenges that are
impossible to ignore for cities and rural habitat find a last link with the climate issue, the
need to deploy an mitigation and adaptation agenda.

The construction of the answers requires, first of all, articulated diagnoses , elaborated by
the experimental sciences and the human and social sciences, in which, in particular, the
historical and cultural dimension must be considered. And secondly the contribution of
these disciplines to imagine technological response instruments, responses based on the
nature of measuring devices and monitoring and warning and others such as law and
philosophy for thinking institutional designs and regulatory challenges.

AUGUST 2026- JULY 2027. - Democracies in tension

This core proposes to explore the contemporary tensions facing democratic regimes in
Latin America and the world. These tensions are of various kinds and manifest themselves
around a number of problems: contemporary migration, the problem of belonging,
totalitarian drift, the ability to face and respond to recurrent political and economic
crises , the impact of the Information and Technology IA revolution on political
communication and public management, the transformation that social networks, the
development of generative artificial intelligence have on democracies, the growing
inequality of the most vulnerable groups, the question of labour, the opening up of
representative democracy to forms of participatory democracy, the challenge of an
ecological democracy, the so-called democratic deficits at international level, among
many .

The analysis of these problems involves all disciplines, not only social and human sciences
but also those that allow us to think and imagine the technological edges of the answers.



AUGUST 2027-JULY 2028. Science for public decision: the design of public policies based
on scientific knowledge

The generation and proposal of public decisions based on scientific evidence and on human
and social sciences is extremely useful for addressing complex problems in fields such as
health, environment, work and production , among other strategic areas for local and
regional development; At the same time, there is a need to think reflexively about the use
of IA and the place to assess the need to reserve some space for consideration of legal
reasons of political philosophy and to evaluate the appropriateness and timeliness.

This problem concerns not only the executive power but also the legislative and judicial
powers , which face the challenge of designing the institutional arrangements to generate
the appropriate interface and articulation between science and public decision-making
that will result in a more robust public conversation, in decisions of higher quality and that
guarantees the monitoring of their implementation.



